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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 1576 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, ES 

SUBJECT: PEASANT UNREST IN EL SALVADOR 

REFS: SAN SALVADOR 1446, 1484, AND 1494 

SUMMARY: SERIOUS QUESTIONS ARE RAISED BY THE RURAL 
DISTURBANCES WHICH BEGAN DURING HOLY WEEK AND LED TO AN 
EXODUS OF PEASANTS FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE AND SATELLITE 
COMMUNITIES (CANTONES) IN THE 35,000-INHABITANT VICINITY 
OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF SAN PEDRO PERULAPAN, DEPARTMENT OF CUS- 
CATLAN. PERHAPS THE MOST DRAMATIC QUESTION ASKS TO WHAT EXTENT 
THESE EVENTS COULD PORTEND A PEASANT UPRISING SUCH AS OCCURRED 
HERE IN 1932 AND HAS COLORED NATIONAL THINKING EVER SINCE. 

1 . ORIGINS: IT IS STILL NOT CLEAR EXACTLY HOW THE 
HOLY WEEK DISTURBANCES BEGAN. EYEWITNESSES STATE THAT 
EARLY IN THE WEEK STRANGERS BEGAN TO APPEAR IN THE SMALL 
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COMMUNITIES OF THE REGION. ACCORDING TO THE GOVERNMENT 
VERSION, FECCAS, UTC, AND BPR AGITATORS THEN BEGAN TO 
PRESS LOCAL POPULACE TO "JOIN US OR DIE," WITH PARTICULAR 
VIOLENCE AIMED AT PRO-GOVERNMENT ORDEN MEMBERS OF THESE 
COMMUNITIES. ANTI-GOES VERSION, IN CONTRAST, 

MAINTAINS THAT THE INITIATIVE FOR VIOLENCE CAME FROM ORDEN 
ELEMENTS INTENT UPON DESTROYING LEADERSHIP AND CADRES OF FECCAS, 
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UTC AND BPR. WHAT DOES APPEAR CLEAR, HOWEVER, IS THAT 
FECCAS/UTC/BPR STRENGTH SURPRISED GOES AND THAT VIOLENCE AND 
COUNTERVIOLENCE TOUCHED OFF CONFLAGRATION OF UNEXPECTED 
PROPORTIONS WITH OPPOSING FACTIONS SEIZING OPPORTUNITY TO 
SETTLE OLD SCORES AND ENHANCE THEIR RESPECTIVE POSITIONS. 
ESTIMATES OF DEAD RANGE FROM 29 TO 200. 

2. EXODUS: INNOCENT BYSTANDERS PRECIPITOUSLY DEPARTED 
SATELLITE COMMUNITIES FOR SAN PEDRO PERUPALAN, WITH SOME 
EVEN COMING ON TO SAN SALVADOR. REPRESENTATIVES OF PRO- 
GOES GROUPS, ORDEN, APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN SPECIAL TARGETS AND 
TO HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY DISPLACED FROM AREA. THE ANTI- 
GOVERNMENT VERSION SUGGESTS, HOWEVER, THAT THE AREA WAS 
IN FACT EVACUATED BY SECURITY FORCES TO CLEAR WAY FOR 
REPRESSIVE OPERATION. AN UNCERTAIN NUMBER OF PERSONS 
(SOME ESTIMATES RANGE UP TO 3,000) MAY HAVE LEFT THEIR 
HOMES DURING THE CONFLICT AND TO THOSE WHO ASSISTED THEM 
THEY TOLD WIDELY DIFFERING TALES WHICH FOUND WAY INTO 
OPPOSITING COMMUNIQUES AND LOCAL PRESS. 

3. SECURITY FORCES: GOES CLAIMS THAT ITS SECURITY 
FORCES INITIALLY TOOK PASSIVE ROLE, EVEN WHEN IT APPEARED 
SMALL AREA OF NATIONAL TERRITORY WAS IN HANDS OF THOSE 
WHOM GOES CONSIDERED SUBVERSIVES. LATER SWEEP OF AREA 
BY SECURITY FORCES RESTORED CONTROL TO GOES WITHOUT ANY 
SIGNIFICANT CONFLICT. 
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4. PRISONERS: AN INDETERMINATE NUMBER OF PERSONS WERE 
ARRESTED BY SECURITY FORCES AND CHARGED WITH SUBVERSIVE 
ACTS. MANY HAVE ALREADY BEEN RELEASED BOTH BY SECURITY 
FORCES AND JUDICIAL SYSTEM. OF THOSE SHOWN IN NEWSPAPER 
PHOTOGRAPHS, MOST SEEMED HUMBLE PEASANTS WHO COULD BE 
SEEN AS "TERRORISTS" ONLY BY GREAT STRETCH OF IMAGINATION. 

MANY ADMITED TO BEING MEMBERS OF FECCAS OR UTC, REPORTEDLY 
TOLD OF INCITATION BY ONE OR MORE PRIESTS, BUT STOUTLY 
DENIED ANY TERRORIST ACTIVITY. SOME OF THESE EVEN SAID 
THEY THOUGHT THEY WERE PASSING OUT PAMPHLETS FOR "FOCCO," 

ANOTHER BUT GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED ORGANIZATION FOR RURAL COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT. 

5. UNUSUAL CHURCH RESTRAINT: GOES COMMUNIQUES VERGED 
ON HYSTERIA AND DISPLAYED DISPROPORTIONATE ANTI-CHURCH 
BIAS WITH PRESIDENTIAL INFORMATION SECRETARY PLAYING AN 
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY VOCIFEROUS ROLE IN SUPPORT OF GOES POSITION. 
CHURCH STATEMENTS CAME OFF SOMEWHAT BETTER AND WERE UNUSUALLY 
RESTRAINED IN ANTI-GOES CONTENT. ARCHBISHOP MADE A POINT OF DIS- 
ASSOCIATING CHURCH FROM FECCAS AND UTC. PROSPECTS FOR 
CHURCH-STATE RAPPROCHEMENT HAVE BEEN SET BACK BY OVER-ALL INCIDENT 
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AND SUBSEQUENT EXCHANGES. 

6. RURAL INSTABILITY: WITH RESTORATION OF CALM TO SAN 
PEDRO PERULAPAN AREA, AGITATORS SEEM TO HAVE DEPARTED 
SCENE AND PEASANTS ARE RETURNING TO THEIR HOMES. WHERE- 
ABOUTS OF "AGITATORS" UNKNOWN BUT SOURCE OF SOME CONCERN 
TO GOE. THINKING PEOPLE HERE ARE ALSO DISTURBED BY 
INTENSITY OF EVENTS AND RAPIDITY WITH WHICH A LOCAL 
SITUATION ERUPTED. FOR SOME OBSERVERS, THE CAUSE WAS 
PURE COMMUNISM AND AGITATION. FOR OTHERS, IT WAS SHEER 
MISERY ON PART OF OPPRESSED PEASANTS. TO STILL OTHER 
CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS THIS LOOKS LIKE PURPOSEFUL PROBE 
OF OPENING BATTLE IN WAR WHICH THEY SEE AS NOW DELCARED BY CATHOLIC 
CHURCH IN EL SALVADOR. FOR US, THE IMPORTANT QUESTION IS WHETHER 
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SAN PEDRO PERULAPAN IS SPECIAL, UNIQUE, PROBLEM-PRONE 

AREA, OR WHETHER ENTIRE COUNTRYSIDE IS MADE UP OF SOME HUNDREDS 

OF SAN PEDRO PERULAPANS. OMNIPRESENT IN SOME SALVADORANS' 

THINKING IS PEASANT UPRISING OF 1932 AND QUESTION WHETHER 
HISTORY COULD REPEAT ITSELF. HOPEFULLY THIS CONCERN PLUS RECOG- 
NITION OF UPWARD TREND IN UNREST MAY IMPACT IN SOME POSITIVE 
WAY ON LOCAL AND GOES ATTITUDES TOWARD NEED FOR EARLY ATTENTION TO 
PROBLEMS OF THE PEASANT. 
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